
 
Dear Prescribing Colleague 
 
Empagliflozin and Dapagliflozin are licensed for use in patients with symptomatic heart failure with or without 
a reduced ejection fraction (HFpEF and HFrEF) 
 
NICE states that a SGLT2i can be initiated for use in chronic heart failure following advice from a heart failure 
specialist as an add-on to standard optimised care (TA 679).  Standard optimised care includes titration to the 
maximum tolerated dose of an angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor (ACEi), beta blocker, and 
mineralocorticoid receptor antagonist (MRA).  For this reason, Dapagliflozin and Empagliflozin are Amber-G in 
the local formulary. 
 
In Doncaster, we would like to facilitate early access to these drugs for patients with symptomatic chronic 
heart failure and to minimise the barriers to rapid and efficient optimisation of treatment.   
 
As such, we are writing to ask primary care colleagues to consider prescribing either Empagliflozin or 
Dapagliflozin to eligible patients with chronic heart failure without requesting permission from or referring for 
a specialist opinion first.   
 
We expect that this will reduce the time taken to reach the medical optimisation of chronic heart failure and 
result in improved patient outcomes. 
 
Prescribing advice can be found here https://cks.nice.org.uk/topics/heart-failure-chronic/prescribing-
information/sglt2-inhibitors/ 
 
 
Kindest regards, 
 

S L Brett FRCP MD  
Consultant Cardiologist   
 
Doncaster Royal Infirmary 
Armthorpe road 
Doncaster 
DN2 5LT 
 
sarah.brett2@nhs.net 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcks.nice.org.uk%2Ftopics%2Fheart-failure-chronic%2Fprescribing-information%2Fsglt2-inhibitors%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cheath_ian%40network.lilly.com%7C802265172c044fb5867008db5dff687a%7C18a59a81eea84c30948ad8824cdc2580%7C0%7C0%7C638207123775138751%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9HWTvkg9Y%2BhGaAkLcrQX6anFj6BL%2FeFLkAdoa%2F1eX5w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcks.nice.org.uk%2Ftopics%2Fheart-failure-chronic%2Fprescribing-information%2Fsglt2-inhibitors%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cheath_ian%40network.lilly.com%7C802265172c044fb5867008db5dff687a%7C18a59a81eea84c30948ad8824cdc2580%7C0%7C0%7C638207123775138751%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9HWTvkg9Y%2BhGaAkLcrQX6anFj6BL%2FeFLkAdoa%2F1eX5w%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sarah.brett2@nhs.net

