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Guidance on the use of emergency salbutamol inhalers in schools

From 1st October 2014 the updated Human Medicines Regulations 2014 will allow schools to keep a salbutamol inhaler for use in emergencies. Guidance has been published by the Department of Health, full information is available at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/350640/guidance_on_use_of_emergency_inhalers_in_schools_September_2014__3_.pdf
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QIPP projects undertaken by DCCG MMT that may affect Community Pharmacy stock requirements


The MMT has been in discussion with the urology department at DBHFT with a view to switching some patients on certain drugs.  This has the potential to alter the demand for some medications regularly dispensed by the pharmacy.  Practices may engage with this work at varying times over the next few months and equally the team will complete the work as part of a rolling programme.  The drugs affected are:


Alfuzosin XL 10mg tablets to Tamsulosin XL 400micrograms capsules


Combodart MR capsules to Finasteride 5mg tablets plus Tamsulosin XL 400micrograms capsules


Dutasteride 500micrograms capsules to Finasteride 5mg tablet


Fesoterodine MR 4mg/8mg tablets to Tolterodine 1mg / 2mg plain tablets


Oxybutynin SR 5mg/10mg tablets to Tolterodine 1mg/2mg plain tablets


Solifenacin 5mg / 10mg tablets to Tolterodine 1mg/2mg plain tablets


Tolterodine MR 4mg capsules to Tolterodine 2mg plain tablets





All changes will be communicated with patients at the time of the switch, the MMT welcome reassurance to patients from Community Pharmacy during this changeover period.





Adrenaline Auto-Injectors





MHRA Drug Safety Update May 2014





Adrenaline auto-injector advice for patients: after every use, an ambulance should be called even if symptoms are improving, the individual should lie down with legs raised and, if at all possible, should not be left alone. Full guidance can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/DrugSafetyUpdate/CON418520" �http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/DrugSafetyUpdate/CON418520�	


Children with adrenaline auto-injectors should be reviewed to consider if the strength of device is suitable with their age & weight range. Your continued support with highlighting this to either the GP Practice or with the patient is appreciated.





Thank you





Electronic Prescription Service 2 (EPS2) Update





The roll out of EPS2 in Doncaster is well under way with the following 8 Practices now live; Barnburgh Surgery, Lakeside Practice, The Scott Practice, Hatfield Health Centre, White House Farm, Carcroft Health Centre, St Vincent Practice and Mexborough Health Centre.  


A further 7 practices are due to go live within the next few months, Bentley Surgery, Oakwood Surgery, Frances Street, The Burns Practice, The Tickhill & Colliery Medical Practice, Dunsville Medical Centre and The Sandringham Practice. 





To begin the EPS2 process there are 3 steps;


Kick Off Meeting – with Commissioning Support Unit (CSU)


Business Change Meeting – with CSU, a wider group of surgery staff and Community Pharmacy staff


Go Live – commence with EPS2 service


The function of the Medicines Management Technicians is to support the roll out process only by ensuring quantities and existing prescribing is compatible with EPS2. Other elements of the process are undertaken either by members of the individual Practice or the CSU. 


If you have any questions regarding EPS2 please contact Ann Hodder, Application Support Analyst for the CSU via email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ahodder@nhs.net" �ahodder@nhs.net� or call 01302 566557.








Just a reminder……


The new edition of the BNF for children 2014/15 includes the updated doses for Amoxicillin (page 265)


� HYPERLINK "https://www.medicinescomplete.com/mc/bnfc/current/PHP12666-amoxicillin-non-proprietary.htm" �https://www.medicinescomplete.com/mc/bnfc/current/PHP12666-amoxicillin-non-proprietary.htm�	





British Association of Dermatologists (BAD) list of preferred Specials 2014


The British Association of Dermatologists has a revised � HYPERLINK "http://www.bad.org.uk/shared/get-file.ashx?itemtype=document&id=1848%20%20" ��BAD list of preferred Specials� and their use is encouraged.  This will help optimise care and address concerns that Primary Care lacks effective price controls and a mechanism to ensure independent scrutiny of product quality.


This message has been communicated with all prescribers to influence product choice. 





NHS Prescription Services produces a quarterly newsletter called Hints & Tips.


The latest edition (Issue 16) for dispensing contractors contains some really useful information and advice regarding dispensing unlicensed specials and imports, making handwritten endorsements and additional product information on EPS release 2 prescription messages. More information can be found at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/Documents/PrescriptionServices/Dispensing_Contractors_-_Issue_16_(final)_07.2014.pdf" �http://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/Documents/PrescriptionServices/Dispensing_Contractors_-_Issue_16_(final)_07.2014.pdf�	





Ophthalmic Specials Guidance


The Royal College of Ophthalmologists and the UK OPG are concerned about the suitability and cost of certain unlicensed ophthalmic preparations prescribed and dispensed in Primary Care. 


In the first nine months of 2013, over 30,000 prescriptions for unlicensed eye preparations were dispensed in England and Wales at a cost of almost £3 million. The UK Ophthalmic Pharmacy Group (UK OPG) believes that this is not an effective or cost efficient use of NHS resources.


Following on from the General Medical Council’s �HYPERLINK "http://www.gmc-uk.org/guidance/ethical_guidance/14327.asp"��guidance on prescribing unlicensed medicines�, the College and the UK OPG have produced � HYPERLINK "http://www.rcophth.ac.uk/news.asp?section=24&itemid=1648&search=" ��Ophthalmic Specials Guidance�. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rcophth.ac.uk/news.asp?section=24&itemid=1648&search" �http://www.rcophth.ac.uk/news.asp?section=24&itemid=1648&search�=	


 Your support to endorse this message is greatly appreciated   


  





If you have any suggestions to improve this newsletter please contact angela.machin@doncasterpct.nhs.uk	





Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:angela.machin@doncasterpct.nhs.uk" ��angela.machin@doncasterpct.nhs.uk� with any comments or suggestions to improve this publication 





	











