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Certain medicines may
affect your ability to drive
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Drug driving law





A new drug driving law comes into force in March 2015.


Pharmacy teams are being asked to help customers understand changes to drug driving legislation. 





The department for transport has produced guidance for healthcare professionals on drug driving. Follow the link below for more information:





� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325275/healthcare-profs-drug-driving.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325275/healthcare-profs-drug-driving.pdf�	





� INCLUDEPICTURE "https://insidedvla.blog.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/118/2014/12/drug-driving.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Drug Safety Update


Isotretinoin (Roaccutane): reminder of possible risk of psychiatric disorders





Isotretinoin (Roaccutane, Rizuderm) is licensed for the treatment of severe acne resistant to systemic antibacterials and topical therapy.


There have been reports of psychiatric disorders in patients taking isotretinoin (eg, depression, anxiety, and very rarely suicidal ideation and suicide). 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/isotretinoin-roaccutane-reminder-of-possible-risk-of-psychiatric-disorders" �https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/isotretinoin-roaccutane-reminder-of-possible-risk-of-psychiatric-disorders�	








Desiccants in blister packs: reminder of risk of ingestion





Take care to tell people receiving blister packs containing a desiccant that the desiccant should not be swallowed.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/desiccants-in-blister-packs-reminder-of-risk-of-ingestion" �https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/desiccants-in-blister-packs-reminder-of-risk-of-ingestion�








Medicines related to valproate: risk of abnormal pregnancy outcomes	





Children exposed in utero to valproate are at a high risk of serious developmental disorders (in up to 30-40% of cases) and/or congenital malformations (in approximately 10% of cases).Please consider the appropriateness of reminding female patients of child bearing age of these risks and where necessary suggest discussing the suitability of this medication with their GP.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/medicines-related-to-valproate-risk-of-abnormal-pregnancy-outcomes" �https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/medicines-related-to-valproate-risk-of-abnormal-pregnancy-outcomes�	











Bariatric surgery protocols – Forceval





Following bariatric surgery patients will be prescribed a soluble form of forceval for a 6 week period and thereafter forceval capsules (a licensed pharmaceutical) can be used lifelong.





May we ask that Community Pharmacy colleagues be alert and if they see any prescriptions for long-term forceval soluble please bring to the attention of the prescriber with a suggestion to change to the capsule formulation





Thank you


























Planned Admission in to hospital





    If you have the opportunity could you please remind


customers to take in their own anti-epileptic medication in to hospital to reduce the problem of sourcing specific brands.





�





New Team Member





The Medicines Management Team has a new addition to the team.  





Vicki Walmsley is the new locality pharmacist working in the Central Locality Area.





Reminder of the MMT on-going QIPP work 


Rizatriptan (as benzoate) 10mg oral lyophilisates sugar free (wafers) switch to either: Rizatriptan (as benzoate) 10mg tablets or Rizatriptan (as benzoate) 10mg orodispersible sugar free tablets


Tramacet switching to either:


Tramacet effervescent (tramadol 37.5mg/paracetamol 325mg) tablets and switch to Paracetamol Soluble 500mg tablets  or soluble  Co-Codamol 30/500mg  tablets


or


Tramacet and generic equivalent product (tramadol 37.5mg/paracetamol 325mg) tablets and switch to Paracetamol 500mg tablets alone or with Codeine phosphate 30mg tablets





Galantamine SR capsules


The Medicines Management Team is undertaking a piece of work to change generic galantamine once daily SR capsules prescriptions to branded generic Gatalin XL once daily capsules.  This work is part of the QIPP programme, and has been endorsed by RDASH FT.








Co-Enzyme Q10 (Ubiquinone)


Some Prescribers have been asked to provide prescriptions for this supplement for various indications.  The Area Prescribing Committee has agreed that this is not clinically appropriate due to the lack of evidence & as such it is coded as Grey 1 on the Traffic Light System.


May we ask that you support this decision when speaking with patients requesting any information about this product.


Thank you





Controlled Drugs News





Sodium Oxybate (Xyrem)


The electronic version of the BNF has been updated since the publication of the print edition BNF 68 (September 2014-March 2015).





Sodium oxybate: has been changed to schedule 2 under the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001 (and subsequent amendments), see � HYPERLINK "https://www.medicinescomplete.com/mc/bnf/current/PHP2147-xyrem.htm" \l "PHP2147-xyrem" \o "Xyrem®" �Xyrem®� and � HYPERLINK "https://www.medicinescomplete.com/mc/bnf/current/PHP79-controlled-drugs-and-drug-dependence.htm" \o "Controlled drugs and drug dependence (guidance on prescribing)" �Controlled Drugs and Drug Dependence�





CD Incidents - Opioid Errors


We are continuing to receive incident reports from pharmacies involving opioid errors.


The Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) updated their free e-learning module on opioids for healthcare professionals in 2014.


The Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicine of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United Kingdom re-approved the module for continuing professional development (CPD) – up to 2 CPD points are available for this module.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mhra.gov.uk/opioids-learning-module/index.htm" �http://www.mhra.gov.uk/opioids-learning-module/index.htm�





Controlled Drug Incident Reporting


All Controlled Drug incidents must be reported to Margaret Kitching CD Accountable Officer at NHS England South Yorkshire & Bassetlaw Area Team.





This should be undertaken by completing the Area Team incident form


& submitting via: Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:england.syb-qps@nhs.net" �england.syb-qps@nhs.net� or Fax: 01709 302795


























Doncaster Drug & Alcohol Services


The Doncaster Drug and Alcohol Services (DDAS) have recently moved to the TPP (SystmOne) to generate prescriptions for all their service users, including all Opiate substitute (Methadone/Buprenorphine) prescriptions.





Whilst this will mean some changes to their internal processes for managing the production of prescriptions, you will see very little change in prescription layouts.  The DDAS staff have endeavoured to make the transition to the new system as seamless as possible and minimise any inconvenience for service users or health care partners.





Should you have any queries about prescriptions that have been generated from the Doncaster Drug and Alcohol Service pharmacy staff can contact the pharmacy liaison service between 10am – 5pm via their direct line at Sinclair House Tel: 01302 303916.











If you have any suggestions to improve this newsletter please contact angela.machin@doncasterpct.nhs.uk	





Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:angela.machin@doncasterpct.nhs.uk" ��angela.machin@doncasterpct.nhs.uk� with any comments or suggestions to improve this publication 





	











