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MHRA Drug Safety Updates





Hydroxyzine (Atarax, Ucerax - The maximum adult daily dose of hydroxyzine is now 100 mg and 50mg in the elderly. If you are presented with a prescription for a higher dose please refer to the prescriber  


Additional information available at:� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/hydroxyzine-atarax-ucerax-risk-of-qt-interval-prolongation-and-torsade-de-pointes" �https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/hydroxyzine-atarax-ucerax-risk-of-qt-interval-prolongation-and-torsade-de-pointes�


		





Can patients drink alcohol whilst taking long-term low-dose methotrexate?


The Q&A document prepared by UKMI advises that patients may drink alcohol whilst taking long-term low weekly doses of methotrexate (25mg or less) for skin conditions, rheumatoid arthritis and other inflammatory conditions, but they should be advised that both alcohol and methotrexate can potentially damage the liver, so they should keep alcohol consumption to a minimum and well below national recommendations (two to three units a day for women and three to four units a day for men).


UKMI Q&A 241.4 � HYPERLINK "http://www.evidence.nhs.uk" �www.evidence.nhs.uk�	








Branding generic prescriptions for oral mesalazine preparations





The Medicines Management Team (MMT) is currently undertaking work to clarify which brand of mesalazine patients are receiving if they are prescribed generic mesalazine. The purpose of this work is to facilitate consistent drug delivery and symptom control following the UKMI article May 2015


The team will in the first instance try to contact the patient via telephone.  If unsuccessful and the patient is tagged to a specific Community Pharmacy the team will telephone the Community Pharmacy to seek clarity.


UKMI Q&A 67.5 


Thank you for your continued support








Electronic Prescribing System Update





The number of GP Surgeries using this service continues to increase. The MMT do at times receive feedback from system users and can use newsletters to share information.





The Tracker Facility is available for both surgeries and pharmacies to use.  When a patient presents at the Community Pharmacy to collect their medication this facility can be used for the pharmacy to see the prescription’s current location if the medication hasn’t been dispensed. This may save the patient a further visit to the GP surgery. 








To point you in the right direction ………..





Doncaster District Wound care Formulary has now been launched; you can access this via the Medicines Management Website Formulary Section.





“Guidance for pre-emptive prescribing for the last days of life” has been updated and is available on the Medicines Management Website local guidelines section.





The Medicines Management Team has developed a training pack for Doncaster Healthcare Professionals.  The aim of the document is to guide users around the Medicines Management Website.  The document also explains other Committees that have representation from the MMT in Primary and Secondary care.


The document is available on the Medicines Management Website – click on the guidelines section


� HYPERLINK "http://medicinesmanagement.doncasterpct.nhs.uk/page.asp?cpath=69" �http://medicinesmanagement.doncasterpct.nhs.uk/page.asp?cpath=69�	





Moderate and High dose ICS/LABA Combination Inhalers Switch from Seretide® evohaler to Flutiform®


GP Surgeries are considering changing patients from Seretide evohaler to Flutiform during annual asthma reviews, or if a patient presents with poor symptom control.  Community Pharmacy may therefore see a gradual increase in prescriptions for Flutiform.


This is in line with NICE Guidance recommendations regarding acquisition costs.   


Flutiform is found to be non-inferior to a fluticasone/salmeterol combination inhaler in terms of effect on lung function and both have similar tolerability profile


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nice.org.uk/advice/esnm3/resources/asthma-fluticasoneformoterol-flutiform-combination-inhaler-41741136542149" ��http://www.nice.org.uk/advice/esnm3/resources/asthma-fluticasoneformoterol-flutiform-combination-inhaler-41741136542149�.	








Can breastfeeding mothers take paracetamol?


UKMI Q&A268.4


The Q&A document prepared by UKMI advises that the risk to the breastfed infant of administering paracetamol to its mother is low on the basis that the quantity of drug that passes into milk is very small. Further expert advice must be sought if the infant is pre-term, low birth weight or has an underlying medical condition that may affect disposition or excretion of the drug.


The full article giving greater information is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.evidence.nhs.uk" �www.evidence.nhs.uk�  (type in ‘Can breastfeeding mothers take paracetamol’ into the search box)





MHRA Safety Update


Minimising the risk of medication error with high strength, fixed combination and bio similar insulin products. Full article available at: 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/high-strength-fixed-combination-and-biosimilar-insulin-products-minimising-the-risk-of-medication-error" �https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/high-strength-fixed-combination-and-biosimilar-insulin-products-minimising-the-risk-of-medication-error�





Doncaster Formulary changes to antidiabetic drugs


Dapagliflozin 10mg tablets and canagliflozin 100mg tablets are the formulary SGLT2 inhibitor choices. 





Liraglutide (daily) and Exenatide (Bydureon weekly) are the formulary GLP-1 receptor agonist choices.





Community Pharmacy may see diabetic patients presenting prescriptions requesting these formulary drugs








